
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 

14 Continental Road, Roman Ridge 
Accra – Ghana 
P.O. Box KD130 Kanda, Accra 
 
E:   info@waafweb.org  
W:  www.waafweb.org  
T :  +233-(0)21-761294 

AFRICA CUP 
OF 

NATIONS 
Football and VCT 

 
Unfortunately Ghana did not win the Africa Cup 
of Nations. Yet for WAAF, the tournament was a 
huge success. With free Voluntary Counseling 
and Testing (VCT) and condom distribution, 
WAAF was present at all matches played in 
Accra’s Ohene Gjan stadium. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although most visitors of the stadium had 
football on their mind, many were interested in 
the service offered to them. In the hours before 
the matches started, everybody was welcome for 
free VCT. At the entrances of the tournament 
grounds and inside the stadium itself free 
condoms were distributed to all interested and 
demonstrations on condom use were given. Many 
people did not just take the condoms but took the 
opportunity to ask their questions on HIV / AIDS.  
It was satisfying to see that many of these people 
actually went to the information stand where our 
VCT-team was busy trying to reduce the queue.  
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Quick facts: VCT at Africa Cup of Nations  
 

People tested:   266 
- Male   78 % 
- Female   22 % 
- Age range  18 – 57 

 
People tested reactive:  2 
People tested non-reactive: 264 
Condoms distributed:  21,000 appr. 
 

Message from the CEO 
 
 

Thank you for reading our latest newsletter.  
 

2008 started as a busy year and will continue to 
be like that. Our VCT-programs are expanding 

and nationwide projects on testing, educating and 
supporting are continuing. 2008 needs to be a 
busy year to make a real difference in the fight 

against HIV / AIDS. 
 

We are thankful that our network of partners and 
donors, national and international, is expanding. 
It makes us realise that many people see the need 
to act against this pandemic and stand up to take 

their responsibilities. All the help and support 
makes us strong and determined to continue. 

 

 
Eddie Dane Donton 

Noteworthy was that many of the people coming 
for VCT, besides the football supporters, were 
policemen, soldiers, fireman, food and drinks 
vendors and volunteers; all working at the 
stadium but using their break to get tested. 
 
WAAF thanks the Local Organizing Committee 
(LOC) of the tournament, for providing access 
passes to enter the tournament grounds, and the 
Ghana AIDS Commission for their support. 
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Passion Squad 
Educating on HIV/AIDS 

 
Since October 07, the Education Team has been 
hard at work educating a new batch of peer 
educators from WAAF’s Passion Squad Schools 
in Accra.   
 
The Passion Squads (anti-HIV/AIDS clubs) were 
founded in 2001 in five primary and junior 
secondary schools within the Greater Accra 
Region.  The central aim of these clubs is to teach 
the children about the disease and to train them to 
act as peer educators and to help spread the 
message of HIV/AIDS to their friends, families 
and communities.   This is achieved by running 
an annual Peer Education Workshop on 
HIV/AIDS within each school, and by organizing 
several other events during the course of the year 
to keep the Passion Squad members interested 
and active.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
The work of the Education Team for the 2007 – 
2008 academic year started with the 
implementation of a baseline survey, enabling the 
determination of the extent of the students’ 
knowledge, and of how well the Passion Squad 
members fared in comparison with non-Passion 
Squad members. The results were encouraging; 
finding the Passion Squad members on average 
more knowledgeable about HIV/AIDS than their 
peers, but it also enabled the identification of 
areas that were less well understood and that 
needed to be concentrated upon in the workshops.   
 
With this having been achieved, the workshops 
were able to get underway.  Between the 
beginning of November and the end of March, 
Peer Education Workshops were conducted in all 
5 schools.  20 Students, a mix of boys and girls of 
ages 10 to 16, were educated per workshop.  
Topics including Basic Facts of HIV/AIDS, 
Prevention of HIV/AIDS, STIs, Stigma and 
Discrimination, Positive Living, Adolescent 
Reproductive Health, Assertive Skills in 
Sexuality and Peer Education were covered by a 
combination of lectures, games, worksheets and 
group discussions, and the children were always 
encouraged to ask questions when they arose.   
 

Passion Squads’  
Inter-School HIV/AIDS Quiz 

 
In addition to running the workshops, the 
Education Team have been very busy organizing 
and running another educational and motivational 
activity; the WAAF Passion Squads’ Inter-School 
HIV/AIDS Quiz 2008.  This took place on 
Saturday 15th March in the Garrison Hall of 
Burma Camp.  Flagstaff House School, King’s 
Palace School, Kotoka School and Vision Seed 
Academy each fielded a team of 5 students to 
compete against each other in 4 rounds; a yes or 
no round, an individuals round, a team round and 
a round in which they had to respond to 
statements relating to HIV and stigma.  The quiz 
was good fun, and an excellent opportunity for 
the 20 competitors and the 80 spectators to learn 
more about HIV and AIDS.  It was very close and 
all of the teams performed exceedingly well, but 
in the end Kotoka won, beating Vision Seed by 
only 1 point.  The Education Team would like to 
thank Sunshine Café, M Plaza Hotel, Albewomb 
Graphics and Art and the Garrison Education 
Officer for their help in making this event such a 
success.   
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News from 
Human Resources: 

 
New Staff: 

Happy Woaseh 
Communication officer 

 
Janet Amobeah 
Ward assistant 

 
Millicent Godoe 
Ward assistant 

 
Prince Appiah 

Laboratory technician 
 

John Aboagye 
Accounts officer 

 
New Volunteers / Students: 

Anna Gillebo 
Social worker / counselor 

 
Kathryn Gaunt 
Medical Doctor 

 
Leaving Staff and Volunteers 
WAAF would like to thank all 
former employees / volunteers 

for their dedication to the 
organization. 

 
Rosina Sedifia 
Ward assistant 

 
Emmanuel K. Kogle 

Ward assistant 
 

Debbie Ehrenstein 
Social worker 

 
Stephanie Fisher 

Education program 
 

Karla Dozzi 
Community development 

 
Karin Ockeloen 

Organizational structure 
 

Jasper van Duijvenbooden 
Organizational structure 

VCT at Barclays 
WAAF Teams up with Calibre 

 
 
WAAF, in collaboration with Calibre Clinical Consultants from 
South Africa, worked from February 18th until February 29th 2008 
in partnership with Barclays Bank Ghana. During this period 
Voluntary Counseling and Testing (VCT) services were provided to 
all Barclays bank employees throughout Ghana.  
 
Calibre Clinical Consultants are the provider for Barclays “Work 
well, live well” program. They have chosen, for the second year in a 
row, WAAF to be their local service provider. In addition to Calibre 
in South Africa, WAAF, here in Ghana, is happy to provide 
services and are proud to support any employee of Barclays Bank.  
 
This large project required tremendous coordination resulting in the 
composition of three teams. These teams consisted of both WAAF 
and Calibre team members and were sent off across all of the ten 
regions of Ghana. At all 36 Barclays Bank branches 1430 
employees were offered education and VCT.  
 
Throughout the whole country, Calibre and WAAF were there 
sharing their knowledge about HIV/AIDS and encouraging people 
to “Know their Status!” Employees were assured of their 
confidentiality on their status.  
 
WAAF was happy to reunite with their South African colleagues 
and looks forward to continued projects with Calibre and Barclay’s 
Bank in the future.  
 
 
 
 

Kathryn Gaunt: a new doctor at IHCC 
  

Kathryn has recently started 
working part time at IHCC with 
Dr. Naa Ashiley Vanderpuye. She 
trained as a doctor in England and 
qualified in 2002.  

 
 

She has worked in many fields but has a particular interest in 
palliative medicine and hospice care. She moved to Ghana in 
November last year and is very much looking forward to her 
time at IHCC. 
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This newsletter is composed by  
WAAF’s editorial team. 

 

Comments can be sent to: 
Eddie Dane Donton 

(eddie@waafweb.org) 
 

Naa Ashiley Vanderpuye 
(naa_ashiley@waafweb.org) 

 
For more information please visit: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.waafweb.org 
 

Current and upcoming events: 
 

CD4-count of 6,000 PLHIV in 3 regions of Ghana. In 
collaboration with: World Wide AIDS Coalition 

 
Advocacy on equal prizing of antiretroviral medicines for 

governmental and private clinics. 
In collaboration with: Canadian Crossroad International 

 
Advocacy on stigma and discrimination and equal prizing of 

antiretroviral medicines.  
In collaboration with:  

Canadian International Development Agency 
 

Voluntary counseling and testing at several companies 
nationwide.  

 
AIDS Committee of London (Canada) and WAAF will 

evaluate their four year partnership.  

Thanking our donors: 
 
Who:  TransCAP Foundation, US 
Donation:  Laptop, condoms, medicines, children’s clothing 
Steven Wilson and Jesse Nana Kofi Aboagye visited WAAF and IHCC for the fourth time in two and a 
half years. The donations are mainly used for the MSM-program which reaches out to Men who have Sex 
with Men and provides them with information and resources to reduce their risk of contracting HIV. We 
thank TransCAP for their ongoing support. 
 
 
Who:  Beekdal Lyceum, the Netherlands 
Donation:   1000 Euro for IHCC 
Beekdal Lyceum in the Netherlands started an ongoing program to support IHCC, i.e. selling beads made 
by the Almond Tree members. Next event will be on the 4th of April when a Fair Trade Market is 
organized. We are thankful for all the efforts done to support IHCC. The 1000 Euros have been used to 
buy a washing machine for the clinic and reagents for the laboratory. 
  
 
Who:     New York University (NYU) Ghana 
Donation:      Funds to buy a water tank  
WAAF would like to thank NYU Steinhardt Scholars and their Professors, Dr Suzanne Carothers and Dr 
Jacqueline Mattis who donated funds to WAAF to enable WAAF buy a water tank at the beginning of 
January 2008. WAAF greatly appreciates their efforts and looks forward to future collaborations. 
 
 
 
Who:                           Dr. and Mrs. Hofkamp 
Donation:  6000 Euros for IHCC 
Dr. Hofkamp, an employee at the Gelre Hospital in Apeldoorn, the Netherlands, has donated 6000 Euros 
to support IHCC. The funding is used for several purposes, amongst which is the Orphans and Vulnerable 
Children program. Dr. Naa Ashiley and Dr. Hofkamp worked as colleagues at the Gelre Hospital and 
since her return to Ghana he has always supported IHCC, for which we are very grateful.  
 
     
 
Who:         Methodist Women's Fellowship Ghana 
Donation:       GhC. 200 and supplies relating to basic needs 
A large delegation of the Methodist Women's Fellowship Ghana visited the clinic and prayed and sang 
together with members of the Almond Tree and the IHCC staff. We appreciate their ongoing support very 
much. This time they donated GhC. 200 and several products like soap, rice etc. for the Almond Tree 
members. 

 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 


