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Orphaned and Vulnerable
Children Project

After the terrible flooding in the beginning of this

year, WAAF and IHCC have managed to pull every
string and even incorporate d the OVC to enhance the
accommodation on Ecomog Road. Latest addition to
the clinic is our newly painted wall by the OVC
children. On a rainy Saturday the OVC made a
wonderful contribution by painting the wall with their
hands. The children had a lot of fu n and their smiles
made up for the drizzly afternoon.

Nkabom(togetherness) takes place twice monthly and
is led by WAAF volunteers/interns and local WAAF
staff. At Nkabom children participate in team -
building exercises, arts and crafts, theater, dance,
song and academic support. WAAF places a strong
emphasis on the childOs role in planning and
development of Nkabom in order to enable the
children to exert control over some aspects of their
lives and increase feelings of empowerment.
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Workshop for the media

Workshop on HIV/AIDS related stigma and
discrimination for media personnel

On Wednesday the 13" of July media personnel from
all over Accra were invited to attend a workshop on
HIV/AIDS related stigma and discrimination. The
workshop, which was hosted by WAAF at the Ghana
College of Physicians and Surgeons was a great
success. Fifty-three persons were able to make it to
the workshop and in combination with the guest
speakers they contributed to a successful afternoon.

The workshop was an excellent opportunity to start a
dialogue and to start cooperating more closely with
the media partners for future projects. With media
covering projects by WAAF/IHCC, more awareness can
be created and it is a good opportunity to educate
society. Making community media part of our strategy
helps us to reach excluded and vulnerabl e groups and
also enhance our image.

MSM Research

Since three months a Dutch psychology intern has been looking in to the causes of MSM related
stigma and discrimination. In a country where the heterosexual normativity is felt on every street
corner, homosexuality is driven into an underground scene. An u nderground scene, that prefers to
stay underground out of fear for stigma and discrimination. This makes it difficult to get important,
accurate and reliable information, which might benefit programs that have been developed or are
being developed to help the community. By targeting the causes, future programs might be able to
incorporate methods to try and eradicate stigma and discrimination against MSMOs.

Last week a doctoral student from the University of Texas at Austin arrived at WAAF to conduct
interv iews amongst Ghanaian women living with HIV/AIDS and Ghanaian men who sleep with other
men(MSM). This comparative study seeks to examine similarities and differences in patterns of
stigma, HIV transmission and coping across AfricanrAmerican and Ghanaian persons living with
HIV/AIDS to further the global HIV/AIDS discourse and inform prevention and intervention strategies
in both countries.



PEP/LA Training 2010 and 2011

For the 2010 PEP/LA training which was a two day
training, a group of 40 people made up of MSM,
PLHIVOs, Women and Men from the general population
as well as students received current and accurate
training on HIV related topics.

The 2011 training was more of a refresher course for
some and for the new ones a good training session.

The group was again made up of MSM, PLHIVOs, WAAF
CBO members, PEQOs etcThe lively presentation/
discussion led by Wendy Arnold was much appreciated
by everyone that attended the training.

Through this program a total of 15 MSM have been
trained, 30 PLHIV, 15 PE and the rest were WAAF
staff: counselors, etc. and other members of the
general population . Participants indicated that they
were pleased with the continues interaction during
the training, making it easier to engage in the
dialogue and they are very interested in more
workshops.

WAAF & IHCC Today

Besides the above-mentioned projects, WAAF & IHCC
have been busy with numerous other projects, such as:

- The empowerment of vulnerable women to
become self-sufficient

- The continues education to youth on HIV
prevention

- Community outreach counseling and testing

- Continuous treatment of STIOs and HIV

- Healthy mot her = Healty baby project

- Treatment as a gateway to prevention
strategy

- Free treatment / management of 50 HIV
positive expecting mother and infants till 6
months of age

- Micro financing project to be extended up north
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We are thankful for everybody that made it possible for
us to run these projects and we will continue to do so.

Eddie D. Donton, CEO WAAF



